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Louisiana Law Enforcement Accountability Database (LLEAD)   

  
Report: New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) Facial Recognition Technology 

Quarterly Reports 
Summary   
This report examines New Orleans Police Department (NOPD) facial recognition technology (FRT) quarterly 
reports from the last quarter of 2022 through the first quarter of 2025. The report examines suspect demographics, 
match result, result of investigation, as well as the additional provided notes on each data entry.   
  
1.1 Relevant Definitions   
NOPD defines Facial Recognition Technology as: Facial Recognition is an automated or semi-
automated system or process that displays the closest matches of a photograph, sketch, or image uploaded to an 
image database and assists in identifying an individual, capturing information about an individual based on the 
physical characteristics of an individual's face. Used in combination with human analysis 
and additional investigation, facial recognition technology can serve as a valuable tool in solving crimes and 
increasing public safety.1 
  
1.2 Methodology   
This dataset was acquired for the Louisiana Law Enforcement Accountability Database by Innocence & Justice 
Louisiana (formerly Innocence Project New Orleans) and can be accessed on request 
through the LLEAD.co website.   
  
2. Key Findings   
From Q4 of 2022 through Q1 of 2025, NOPD requested to use FRT to identify a subject 27 times.   

• For all requests to use FRT, 22 requests were used for Black male suspects, 2 white males, and 1 Black 
female.   

• FRT provided a suspect identification match 8 times. 3 of those match instances were noted as incorrect 
leads. The 5 other match instances do not indicate that the match was successful 
or accurate in identifying the suspect.   

• For all cases where a FRT match was provided, 7 of those 8 cases are still open. In two of the 7 open 
cases, alternative suspects (not the individual identified by FRT) have been arrested or had warrants issued 
for their arrest. The remaining 5 open cases indicate that no arrests have been made.   

  

 
1 New Orleans Police Department, Chapter 51.1.1 — Use of Facial Recognition Technology for Criminal Investigations, eff. October 2, 2022 (PDF), 
accessed August 7, 2025, 
https://nola.gov/getattachment/NEXT/NOPD/Topics/Policies/Chapter-51-1-1-–-Use-of-Facial-Recognition-Technology-for-Criminal-Investigations-
Effective-10-2-22.pdf/?lang=en-US. 
 



 
 

 4051 Ulloa St, New Orleans, LA 70119 • 504.943.1902 • JusticeLouisiana.org • LLEAD.co 

   
 


